














The Gala evening took place halfway through the event, and was the
opportunity to highlight the last 40 years of Summer U, and look
towards the future of EUJS and European Jewry as a whole. This was
also a time to learn about, embrace, and engage with Spanish,
Sephardic, and Jewish culture through typical Sephardic music and
flamenco dancing, as well as hearing about Spanish Jewry from a
number of speakers.

At the event, we hosted a range of dignitaries, high level officials, and
partners of EUJS, who both addressed the gala, and interacted with the
young Jewish student leaders. Each speaker addressed the Gala, and
many of the speakers also presented Union Awards that recognised
the hard work of the Unions over the last year.

We opened the gala with a speech from 2022-2023 EUJS President
Avital Grinberg. We then heard from EUJS Executive Director Eitan
Bergman.





European Commission President 
Ursula von der Leyen
"Since 1983, European Union of Jewish
Students has been a source of talented
leaders for European Jewish communities. 

And every summer, you bring together
young Jews from all over Europe to learn
and celebrate – preparing tomorrow’s
leaders. In this 40th anniversary of EUJS
Summer University, I want to tell you how
happy I am to be able to count with such
a strong and engaged ally! 

Only together can we fight back the old
evil of antisemitism and show that Jewish
culture is European culture.”

European Parliament President
Roberta Metsola

Click the image to watch her
address.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xYAlbydmezY


The Summer U Gala 2023 was also the proud host of the prestigious
EUJS Awards for 2023. This event provided a platform to honour and
acknowledge the remarkable efforts and commitment displayed by
young Jewish leaders who have made exceptional contributions to
Jewish life in Europe throughout the previous year. 

The awards and their winners, were:

 Union of the Year: 
Union des Étudiants Juif de France

(France)
This award recognises the union
that has been the most active and
made the most impact this year -
whether it's through activism,
campaigns, events or anything else.

Developing Union of the Year:
Jødisk ungdomssammenslutning

(Denmark)
This award distinguishes the union
that has notably developed over the
past year, engaging with more
students and becoming a dynamic
outlet for Jewish life.



Union Leader of the Year: 
Emma Günsberger (Czechia).
This award celebrates the
contribution of a EUJS or national
union leader who led the way with an
innovative action, project or
campaign.

Inspiring Activist of the Year:
Victoria Borochov (Austria)
This award recognises an activist
within the EUJS or national union who,
through their tireless work, has made
a significant difference and inspired
others to take part in meaningful
actions, campaigns, or projects.

Campaign of the Year:
Jüdische Studierendenunion
Deutschland (Germany)'s
Sponsored by Fascism Campaign
This award honours an outstanding
political or social campaign
conducted in the past year by a
national union or a group of activists.

Community Initiative of the Year: 
Federación de Jóvenes Judíos en
España, Jewish Youth Portugal, and
Unione Giovani Ebrei d’Italia’s
FEJJETON.
This award honours an outstanding
social, cultural or community
initiative conducted in the past year
by a national union or a group of
activists.



Interfaith Initiative of the Year:
Union of Jewish Students of UK and

Ireland’s Interfaith Week
This award celebrates the
contribution of a EUJS or national
union leader who led the way with an
innovative action, project or
campaign.

Jewish Initiative of the Year:
Česká unie židovské mládeže

(Czechia) and Jüdische
Studierendenunion Württemberg's

- Joint Passover Seder in Prague.
This award honours an outstanding
Jewish initiative conducted in the
past year by a national union or a
group of activists.

















Female
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Male
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Non-Binary
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LOodzVgzH7g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LOodzVgzH7g





